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INTRODUCTION. 



These lessons are adapted to the needs of beginners, 
and should precede the work of the regular First Reader. 

The work is begun in script because children learn more 
rapidly that which they attempt to reproduce. Thus 
writing may be profitably begun with the reading. 

However, the book has been so planned that any one 
desiring to do so, may omit the script lessons and begin 
with the lessons in print. 

In this work the author has aimed to make use of what 
is best and most helpful in the " sentence," the " word," 
and the " phonic methods," believing that there is much 
of value in each, and that each has its proper place in 
teaching the child how to read. 

The children should observe and talk about some beau- 
tiful plant. One or two of the sentences they use in con- 
versation may be written upon the board ; for example, 
those in Lesson I. 
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From the sentence, they learn the words of which it is 
composed. These words should be used many times in 
other sentences, and the children should have much prac- 
tice in writing them. 

For seat work, at this stage, children should have boxes 
of written word-cards containing the words which they 
learn. 

These are easily prepared on the hektograph. In the 
boxes may be placed, also, simple pictures of a leaf, nut, 
seed, flower, etc., prepared in the same way, also pieces 
of cardboard of the colors mentioned. This will give 
profitable employment in matching color names to their 
color, and object words to the picture. By use of these 
written words sentences from the board may be copied, 
and later, children may express their own thoughts about 
some leaf, nut, or flower given them. 

Up to a certain point it is very easy for children to 
learn new words as wholes ; but as new words multiply, 
confusion arises. If the child forgets words, there is no 
way for him to know them again unless he is told, as at 
first. This leads the child to form a habit of depending 
upon others. To avoid this the child must have thorough 
work in phonics. 

As a preparation for this work children should have 
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considerable practice in naming words, the sounds of 
which are given by the teacher. The ear is thus trained 
so that children may be able to recognize the word when 
it is "sounded." 

When the transition to print is made, the sound of the 
letter may be connected with the printed form. Print 
and pronounce slowly c-a-n. Which part of the word 
says c (sound of <?) ? What sound do you hear last, and 
so on ? Then what is the sound of this letter " n " ? 

Pronounce many words containing each sound and have 
the children tell whether they hear the sound first or last 
in the word. 

Children are now ready for the "synthetic" method, 
and are able to discover new words for themselves and 
to recall old ones. As the child learns more sounds, he 
becomes gradually more self-helpful. 

Care has been taken to present at first but one sound 
of each letter, and when words are used involving other 
sounds, to teach such words as wholes. 

Much thought has been given to the selection of themes 
for these lessons, because it is believed that the interest 
depends largely upon a proper selection of subjects. 

In the beginning, particularly, little children should 
see and handle what they are to talk about. Leaves, 
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flowers, nuts, and seeds are chosen as subjects for the 
first lessons because they may be had in such variety and 
abundance, because they present such beauty of coloring, 
which is always very attractive to children, and because 
they may be made still more attractive by the live teacher. 

There is another reason why these objects are particu- 
larly well fitted for use in the beginning : they furnish 
the best opportunity for the continued association of the 
words with the objects, and also for the repetition of 
words. 

For example, in the script lessons there are but 
twenty-eight words used, yet it is easy to keep the work 
alive by the daily use of the objects mentioned ; learning 
to know their names, their coloring, and some simple 
things in regard to their growth, their purpose, and the 
changes they undergo. 

Later, the lessons touch upon subjects a little more 
remote, such as children's plays and toys. Regard for 
animals, the proper attitude of children toward one 
another and toward their parents, are suggested in some 
of the lessons. 

A beginning is made also in giving the little ones some 
ideas of the moon, and the stars, of little people in other 
countries, and of early conditions in this country. 
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It is not the intention to teach color by the use of this 
little book. Only such colors have been selected as will 
cause the least confusion, and as seem to be known by 
nearly all children of six years. The colors are those 
which are most abundant in the fall of the year, when 
children enter school. 

By the constant repetition of the old words, and by the 
introduction of comparatively few new ones, by the use of 
many short sentences, and a large number of easy lessons, 
it is believed the children may be able to read fluently 
before they encounter the difficulties that usually come 
so early in a First Reader. 

Three little stories have been included. These may 
be read to the children to aid in giving them the poetic 
view of some of the objects mentioned. 

It is further suggested that the little ones be made 
familiar with Henry Ward Beecher's beautiful stories of 
" An Anxious Leaf " and " Coming and Going," in " Nor- 
wood." 

There are also to be obtained many beautiful nature 
poems within the children's comprehension, which will 
further the same purpose. 

These lessons are not intended to displace any black- 
board or observation work done by the wide-awake teacher, 
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but rather to supplement such work by providing lessons 
upon the same subjects as the children have studied. 

It is hoped that they may prove a time-saver to such 
teachers, by furnishing them with material such as they 
would otherwise have to prepare, at great expenditure of 
time and labor, on hektograph or printing-press. 

That this little book may add interest to the work of 
both teacher and pupil, is the earnest wish of 

THE AUTHOR. 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
November, 1898. 
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stem 



bud 



seed 



nut 
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tuxL 



^irXTWTL 



_ *4 

9 SJUl 
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xu>e a 



TLLbt 



\Yul rwX Lb -6raurrL . 
3 kcu>e- a hroum, JjuoJL. 
3 SjeiL a AjlcL huol. 
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ftounX Lb That -fcrou/rt. 
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9 kxu>ecL Vxjuvtl hxd . 

9 SJUL a -&T0U7TL TLut . 

7k& sje£xl Lb yjMcrw. 
9 sue& a aje££crur flxru>€/i, . 
Tk& -fizxii l6 -IWurrt. 
9 sjul a Aj^cL "ffcruxA, . 
9 kaoe a mxuL 
9t 16 rurt a -favowvL ruul. 

9t ih (jfUUVTL. 
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9 haoe a ujdlour hjol . 
9 kcuue clAjuL flxrLU^L. 
Thu JjvucL lb cAjzj2/tl .. 
9 Kxu>e a A&d -&,a£ > 
Urm £touKK Lb Lixi£our. 
TkiL Tuxt lb ^rraurrt . 
9 hxu>e cl A£xL &J2J2xl . 
9 Kcu>e ol -frmcL . 

9t Lb TLCrt a etWVTL -Wd 
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a/rrt 



iruxcJc 
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a/rrt a sj^ 



cL 



3 a/rrt rtcrt uAvXjl . 

9 a/rrt rtat <x ^Ajwtl sjulcL 

9 a/rrt ^£aclc . 
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iu/rrL 




3 5JUL a huojL. 

9t Lb IxjuL omxL i±Moi±r, 

9t hob a AiLcL sti/rrt. 
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7k& fCcrm^A, Ibricrt A&cl. 
9t lb a ujei£oajLr'j?ou>€A.. 
3 hxu>e cl -&rcrurrt -E&ai. 

9kcuL>ea sl^jilcL 
9t lb not eAjzje/rt . 
9 kcu>e a c^e/ru -EnixL . 
9 a/rrt a Wacic sjejexi. 
9 cam, Turt j-Eu 
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ta,f?ou>eA, Lb not urKJi. 

iTm "ffioiue^t lb JuA a/ruL ajeifoux 
9t kab a sWrt. 

9 kcu>e a <^wurL •fiucL 
3t \\xxb a eA^jz/rt sti/m. 
3t Lb a $jjuxX-huA . 
k& hxxl Lb A&cl amxl e>i££/a. 
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Uo ucnx sjul a ^nxcL? 

3t Lb Tucrt oAjumrc . 

9t Lb Turt a flxru>e/L-^ixcl . 

9t Lb a ^al-JjxLcL . 

J\- isuol - -bvjL Lb >&T0Um. 



[17] 



4 



yjjrvjp 




f)o UOXL sjul a sjuuL ? 
9t can not v ^u . 
3t can 



^unip. 



c 



a/a ucnx pu/rnp 
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ojul Vrm -famum sjulcL ! 

3t rLCLb a ^TCOiJTL s\jUTTL . 

Ca/a Vrxa hroum, sjuuL flxi ? 
Vrm %ml Lb AitcL a/aoL ujei[our. 
Ik& stz/m, Lb e^um a/nd ujeiEour. 
Sje&thji ujdlour ^IoukK l 
9t kab a ehjuurt stc/m . 
llou, hca>e a ixrhxti. "fficrLU^i . 
Hue, $jjuk)l ea/a TLot flfrj . 
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u/fuJx 



o/tloL' 
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a/rrL 



■vtcLck. 




3 



a/rrt cl sjzj^i 



cL. 



9 a/rrL tlctL urrul& . 

9 a/rrt rtcrt cl ^im/tl sjulcL 

3 a/rrt -Made . 
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uJ2/rru 




3 sm, a hiol. 
St Lb AjzxL a/rut ujzi£o-ur, 
St kab a /ixd sti/rrb. 
S_£& tk& ujei£oxir -(jzxl? ! 
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3t Lb a \jLsMxnxx -fiow&h. 

9kcU>e CL -&TOLUTL -fciai. 

9(xcu>e<x sjuuL. 
9t lb rtcrC <p\££/ru . 
9 kaoe a c^jeje/ru huA, . 
9a/rrt a VUxAc sjuuL. 
9 cart Turt ^ 
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htrtcmxX lb not uAvJul. 

3t hab a sWrt. 
Ik& stiz/m Lb e/uzje/n,. 
3 kcu>e a &wvyl hxi(L. 
jt riab a ffwrn, stc/rrt. 

3t Lb afifWe^--lklcL 
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ft 



^nxcL? 



o ucnx SJUL CL 

3t Lb TLCrt CAjZ£/TL. 

3t Lb TLO-t a j?CTLL>€/b-^>1XcL . 

3t Lb a -laal-^ruucL . 

_$- hjol - huA, Lb -6raurrL. 
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hji $,ouKJh Lb not vAuJji. 

Ikjd •ffcru>€/t Lb AeA a/rul wMgvj. 
9t kab a sWrt. 
Tk& stWt Lb eAje£/ru 
9 hjoujz a eA&e/n, -WcL. 
9t kab a ^ufi/rt stfi/m,. 
St lb afiWe^--(kicl. 
hji. -6iai Lb A&d cunxL Vwvn. 
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D 



-buxL* 



o ucnx SJUL CL 
3t Lb TLot CAjZjZ/TL . 

9t Lb TLot a ^tau>e/L-^)Vu(i 
9t Lb a ^a|--^ixcL . 

AinXxl-iriL(L Lb ^Wum,. 
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yjjrrup 




UO IjOXL sjul a sjuuL ? 

9t ea/rt mot $xi . 
9t earn umnrup. 
Cam Ljau ju/rrtp ? 
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ojkl Vrm -farxjum sjumL i 
St hob a -brown sTfi/m, . 
Cam, Vrm hrown sjulcL flfrj ? 
Ihji IqjoI Lb JwcL a/act ujei^our. 
Hue. stz/m. Lb vKwxv a/ad ujeifour. 
Sje^tKji ujdlcmr ^toxiKK ! 
St hob a <jfuuwrL ste/m . 
llcnx hxioe a nrkbti ffiauxA, . 
\hk ^touKJi can Turt flEu . 
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3 %sul a urhtta $jjukX. 
3t hxib a &\m/tl sWn . 
ThjL -&lo£ - -tnjxL Lb -feraum,. 
3t Lb tlctL e/m/rt. 
3 kcu>€ a fl£ ovlm/l - %nL(L . 

f)o UOXL SJUL bt ? 

3t Lb VXM/TTL CL/TLcL Ljjei£crU/. 

3 sjul a c^j^n, ^nxcL . 
3t Lb a fl!cnx^-<n^cl . 
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9 Tk& 16 ujdlxnxr a 

I The is yellow a 

St agjl hxxt JbXomx 

It see leaf stem 




I see a leaf. 
It is yellow. 
I see the stem. 
The stem is yellow. 
See the yellow stem! 
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cq/n rtcrt hrouiTL e/u&rt 

can not brown green 




I can see the leaf. 
It is not yellow. 
It is not green. 
The leaf is brown. 
The stem is brown. 
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red flower and white 




I see a flower and a leaf. 
The flower is not red. * 
It is white. 
The stem is green. 
The leaf is green. 
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ucnx 
you 

By sight: 

pretty- 



Do you see the flower? 

It is yellow. 

The flower is pretty. 

The leaf is green. 

The bud is green and yellow. 
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OJTCL 
am 

rujut 

nut 



Finding sounds: 

am 

a--m 

a m 



black 
have 




I am not a brown nut. 
I am not black. 
I am a green nut. 
I have a stem. 
Do you see it? 
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Making Word: 

man 

m--a--n 

man 



ka6 

has 




I see the man. 

The man has a pretty flower. 

The flower has a stem. 

It has a leaf and a bud. 

Do yon see the bud? 
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Finding sounds: 

seed 

s--ee--d 

s e d 



Making word: 

m e 

m--e 

me 




Do you see me ? 
I am a green seed. 
I have a stem. 
I can fly. 
I like to fly. 
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Making word: 

s ee n 

s--ee--n 

seen 




I see a white seed. 

I do not see a black seed. 

I have seen red seeds. 

I have seen brown seeds. 

Have you seen green seeds? 
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Finding sounds : 


Making word : 


nut 


s ii n 


n-~u--t 


s--u--n 


n ii t 


sun 




I have a pretty flower. 
It is yellow and brown. 
It has a green leaf. 
It has a green stem. 
It is a sunflower. 
Can it see the snn? 
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Finding sounds: 


By sound : 


is 


In 


i---s 


bud--§ 


I s 


flower --§ 


By sight : 


leaves. 




See the brown buds! 
The buds have leaves. 
I do not see the leaves in 
the buds. 
Have the buds flowers? 
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By sound: tin, Saild. By sight: play 

I have a tin can. 

The can has sand in it. 

The sand is white. 

White sand is pretty. 

I like to play in the sand. 

Do you like to play in it? 

. "Words for drill, using sounds learned; 



& 


& 


u 


ee 


i 


at 


an 


cut 


see 


in 


sat 


man 


nut 


sees. 


tin 


mat 


tan 


mud 


seen 


sit 


cat 


mad 


cud 


seed 


mit 


am 


sad 


sun 
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Find sounds: g and Y from gFeeil. 

By sovmd: tree. 




I see the tree. 

It has pretty leaves. 

Has the tree green leaves? 

Has the tree buds? 

I can not see the buds. 
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By sound: Cat, TUIl. By sight: UkeS. 




-?&±r*£Z 



I have a pretty cat. 
It is a white cat. 
It likes to play. 
Do you see it play? 
Run, run, pretty cat! 
I like to see you play. 
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Find sound: from II Ot. 
By sound: d6g, ToiB. 
Bysignt: loVeS, tOO. 




See Tom and the dog! 
The dog is black. 
The dog loves Tom. 
Tom loves the dog. 
The dog can run. 
Tom can run, too. 
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By sound: Oil. 



-5fc*.yi \) MisEsSSeS" 




I see a tree. 

I do not see a leaf on it. 

I do not see a nut. 

The tree is not green. 

It has leaf -buds on it. 

Can you see the leaf -buds? 
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By sound: dig. By sight: ailt. 




Do you see the ant? 
It is a brown ant. 
It can run on the sand. 
The ant can dig. 
Have you seen it run? 
I have seen the ant dig. 
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Find sounds: 1 and I from le«T. 

By sound: Its, feet, feed, e^t. 
By signt : caterpillar. 




A caterpillar is on the leaf. 
It is a green caterpillar. 
I see its feet. 
Can you feed it? 
It can eat the leaf. 
It likes to eat leaves. 
Do you like to see it? 
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By sound: UttlfS, Fail, (1611. 




See little Fan ! 
I see the doll Fan has. 
Is it a little doll? 
Fan loves the doll. 
I see you, little Fan. 
I see you love the doll. 
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Find sounds: j and p from lUlUD. 
By sound: SpUIl, Up, SleepS. 

'uwvup Br "' ht! 

6 r cocoon, 

jump 




See the brown cocoon! 

A green caterpillar spun it. 

The cocoon is np on a tree. 

The caterpillar is in the cocoon. 

It sleeps in the cocoon. 

I do not see the caterpillar. 
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"Words for drill, using sounds learned: 



I 


& 


ti 


ft 


6 


fin , 


fat 


up 


dull 


on 


fit 


fan 


cup 


gull 


nod 


fill 


rat 


pup 


muff 


got 


till 


rag 


sup 


cuff 


cot 


rill 


tag 


gun 


puff 


dot 


piU 


map 


fun 


j«g 


lot 


pin 


lap 


tug 


just 


top 


pit 


tap 


mug 


jump 


pop 


Jill 


sap 


rug 


must 


doll 


Jip 


rap 


dug 


dust 


Poll 


rim 


nap 


Pug 


us 


John 


rig 


clap 


run 


fuss 


Tom 
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By sound: appl^, CUt, plailt. 




I have a pretty apple. 
It is red and green. 
It has a brown stem. 
I can cnt the apple. 
It has brown seeds. 
I can plant the seeds. 
I can eat the apple. 
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By sound: t6p, Spill, full. 




Tom has a red top. 
See the top spin! 
Can yon spin a top? 
Tom can spin it. 
I can spin a little top. 
It is fnn to spin a top. 
Do yon like a top? 
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By sound: S&P, from, dfOp. 




See the tree! 

It has sap. in it. 

See the sap drop from it! 

A leaf has sap in it. 

Can you see the sap in a leaf? 

A flower has sap, too. 
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Find sound: b fr " 1 Dlld. 

Bysovmd: bee, big, still, sit. 




^>- 



The big bee is on a flower. 
It can eat from the flower. 
It can not eat from a bnd. 
Sit still, big bee! 
I see you on the red flower. 
I can rnn from yon. 
You can fly from me. 
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By sound: bllg, bilg§. By signt: Lady. 




Do you see the little bug? 
It is red and black. 
It is a Lady-bug. 
Lady-bug is on the stem. 
It can see little green bugs. 
It can eat the green bugs. 
The little Lady-bug can fly. 
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By sound.- Bun, rabbit, beet tops, 

ejirg, miist 

m 







I see you, little rabbit. 

You have big ears. 

I love you, little Bun. 

I feed you beet tops. 

You must not run from me. 

You must run from the dog*. 
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Find sound: 
By sound: 


y from fly. 

try, off, if, 


pod. 




^ 








ff^s^ 


^^ 




£^ 


s3li 


*yfe 


'-kk 



I have a seed pod. 

It has little brown seeds in it. 

The little seeds can fly. 

Fly off, little seeds. 

I like to see you fly. 

I can not fly, if I try. 

[47] 
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By sound: my, dry, mug, you-r. 




I see you, little fly. 

You sit on my mug. 

I see you dry your feet. 

Do you like to fly? 

I can not fly. 

I can run. 

Can you run too? 

[48] 
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Find sound: Q from r6Q. 

By sound: IlSst, left Qgg$. 

Bysignt: bird, bird's. 




See the little nest! 
It is up in a tree. 
It is a bird's nest. 
The bird has left it. 
Has the nest eggs in it? 
I do not see the bird's eggs. 
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By sound: fell, Soft. 




See the little brown nut! 
It fell from the tree. 
It fell from its soft nest. 
Its nest is brown. 
The nut is brown. 
The nut is a seed. 
I can plant the nut. 
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By sound: bag, got, sell, lift. 

I have a big bag. 

I have nuts in it. 

I got the nuts from a tree. 

I must sell my- nuts. 

Can you lift my bag? 

I can lift it. 

"Words for drill, using sounds learned: 



& 


y 


s 


s 


bat 


by 


set 


bell 


bad 


my 


pet 


fell 


bag 


sly 


let 


sell 


cab 


try 


get 


tell 


Rab 


cry 


met 


fed 
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Give sound : "W". 

By sound: pond, wet, will, get, cap. 

By sight: intO. 




My cap fell into the pond. 
It is my little red cap. 
I can not get it. 
It will get wet. 
I must have it. 
A man can get it. 
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By sound: went, wind, let. 




See the little brown seed! 
It has a brown stem. 
The stem is on a little leaf. 
The seed fell from a tree. 
Off it went in the wind ! 
Let me see yon fly, little seed. 
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By sound: us, we, swim, Spot. 







Let us run to the pond. 

It will be fun to run. 

We can not swim in the pond. 

We can see Spot swim. 

Run on, Spot ! 

Let us see you swim. 
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By sound: fr6g, 16g, mild. 




I am a big frog. 

I like to sit on the log. 

See me jump into the pond! 

I can swim in the pond. 

I can sleep in the mud. 

Can you swim? 

Can you jump? 
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By sound: R6fc>, Well. 




Rob, see my cap! 
It fell into the well. 
Will it get wet, Rob ? 
Can yon get it? 

1 will try. 

Get it, if yon can, Rob. 
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Find sound: k from black. 

By sound: Silk, kill, Wet), &§. 

By sigut: spider. 




See the pretty webl 

It is as soft as silk. 

The big, black spider spun it. 

I like to see a spider spin. 

The spider sits upon the web. 

Do not run from nie, big spider. 

I will not kill you. 
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By sound: pick, Stick. By sight: tight. 




I am a brown seed. 

I can not fly. 

1 can not jump. 

I can stick to yon. 

I am a "stick-tight." 

You will try to pick me off. 

I will not drop off. 
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Find sound: Jl from D.3,8. 

By sound: hen, duck, but. 




See the hen and the duck! 
The duck has web-feet. 
The hen has not web-feet. 
The duck can swim. 
It can not run well. 
The hen can run, but it can 
not swim. 
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By sound: he, him, hand, pet. 




I have a pet bird. 

See him sit on my hand! 

My bird loves me. 

I feed him seeds. 

He will eat from my hand. 

He will not fly from me. 
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Give sound: Z. 

By sound: buzz, dust. By sight: honey. 




I see a bee on a bud. 
It can buzz, bnzz. 
Fly to a flower, you big bee ! 
Can you get honey from a 
flower ? 
You can get flower-dust. 
Do you eat flower-dust ? 
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By sound: Ned, pink, 



By sight: 



blue. 




'M^' 



Mir 



V~ -."• ■ 



See my pet rabbit! 
It has pink eyes. 
My cat has green eyes. 
I have black eyes. 
Ned has brown eyes. 
Rob has bine eyes. 
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By sound: sweet, stand. 




I see a big bee. 
He is on a sunflower. 
Do not run from him. 
Stand still and see him. 
See the yellow dust he has! 
He gets it from the flower. 
Is the flower-dust sweet ? 
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Find sound: V from have. 

By sound: llv^§, velvet, her$. 

By sight: Cat'tail. 




Here is a cat-tail 

It lives in the pond. 

It is as soft as velvet. 

It has little brown seeds. 

The seeds can fly off. 

The cat-tail has green leaves. 



[64] 



Digitized by 



Google 



Give sound: CTU. 

By sound: queen, quick. 




Be quick! See the big bee! 
It will fly off. 
It is a queen bee. 
Is it not a big bee? 
Have you seen queen bees? 
I have seen queen bees and 
queen ants. 
Can the queen ant fly? 
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By sound: squirrel, lim^, hid, crack. 




Here is a little squirrel. 
He sits upon a limb. 
He lives in the tree. 
He hid nuts in the tree. 
The squirrel can crack a nut. 
I like to see him eat it. 
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Give sound: X. 

box, wax, lid, dress. 







I have a big box. 

My doll is in it. 

Lift the lid and see my doll. 

It is a wax doll. 

It has a white dress. 

I love my pretty doll. 
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'Words for drill, using sounds learned: 

we keep hen hav^ ox 

well keen had give* fox 

wet kiss hat live 7 box 

will kill hit vest ax 

wilt kid hl§ visit wax 

weed back hill quick tax 

wind sack hot quit Max 

went Jack hunt queen six 

win lack hand queer fix 

wind crack heed quilt mix 
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Give sound 



: Ch. 



six, glv^, chicks, peep, mej(l. 







I see six little yellow chicks. 
I do not see the hen. 
Peep, peep, little chicks! 
I like to feed yon. 
I will give you meal to eat. 
Will you eat from my hand ? 
Do not run from me. 
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Give sound: J. 

fin^, rid^, slld^, sled, Nell. 



* ^- 




Rob has a red sled. 
It is a big, fine sled. 
Rob will run to the pond. 
He will give Nell a ride. 
It is fan to ride on a sled. 
It is fun to slide, too. 



[70] 



Digitized by 



Google 



Give sound : 0. 



sno^, blo^, so, cold, hop^. 




•See the soft white snow! 

I like to see the snow. 

I can ride on my sled. 

I hope the wind will not blow. 

The wind is so cold. 

I do not like the cold wind. 
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Give sound: a. *w^.Tfo^ 

cam^, 

"Jfe"" F by, 

mate, ^$j> • ■- .-.'. iwhi&fe* 

A bird came to the tree. 
His little mate came, too. 
The birds made a nest. 
I must not play by the tree. 
•The birds will not like it. 
The nest has eggs in it. 
By and by little birds will 
be in the nest. 
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Give sound: \\ 

u§$, ttin^, drum, flag, hat. 




Tom has a flag and a dram. 
The flag is red, white, and blue. 
He has the flag in his hat. 
He likes to use the dram. 
He can not play a tune. 
Have you a dram? 
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Words for drill: 








chill 


can 


hop 


bit 


cut 


chip 


can^ 


hop^ 


bltff 


cut^ 


chin 


cap 


rob 


dim 


tub 


cheek 


cap^ 


rob^ 


dlm^ 


tub^ 


siich 


hat 


not 


hid 


US 


much 


hat^ 


notf£ 


hfcty 


us^ 


t^iich 


pan 


rod 


fin 


cub 


e^crh 


pan^ 


rod^ 


fln^ 


cub^ 


pencil 


mat 


pop 


pin 


plum 


re^lch 


mat^ 


pop^ 


pin^ 


plum 
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Give sound: 0. 

corn, for, hors^, kind, Dick. 




Dick is a kind horse. 

m 

I can ride on him. 

Here is sweet corn for him. 

He likes corn to eat. 

I like to pet Dick. 

He likes to have me pet him. 
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Give sound: sll. 

fish, she, glob^, fln§. 




Fan has a little fish. 

She has it in a globe. 

The fish has fins. 

See it swim in the globe! 

I like to see it swim. 

Fan feeds the fish. 

It can live in the globe. 
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Give sound: 9,. 

fall, all, balls, sa^, had. 




I saw a big tree. 
It had little brown balls on it. 
It had brown leaves, too. 
The balls will fall off. 
Here is a ball from the tree. 
All the leaves will fall off. 
Buds will be left on the tree. 
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Words for drill : 






■fish 


siie 


A 

or 


all 


dish 


ship 


for 


ball 


wish 


shy 


corn 


call 


hush 


shine 7 


nor 


tall 


riisii 


shop 


horse 7 


hall 


criisii 


shiit 


h6rn 


wall 


sash 


sho^ 


cord 


small 


lash 


siiall 


cork 


fall 


rash 


shell 


fork 


saw 


dash 


sheep 


short 


law 
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Give sound: 0U. hoilS^, Gilt, 

V 

sna/1, hid^, shell, back, of. 




Here is a snail 
He lives in a shell. 
The shell is his honse. 
He has it on his back. 
He can hide in the shell. 
Can he get out of it ? 
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Give sound: OW. 

cow, how, down, milk, drink. 




See the white cow! 
How still she stands! 
She is down in the pond. 
She likes to stand in the pond. 
She can drink from the pond. 
The cow gives ns milk. 
I like milk to drink. 
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Give sound: ft,. 



ar^, far, star§, find, dipper, sky. 




'^!»;#^ -W 



Here is a big dipper. 
It is made of stars. 
Stars are far up in the sky. 
How far off the stars are ! 
A bird can not fly so far. 
Can you find the big dipper 
up in the sky? 
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Give sound: UT. 



burn, ox^n, drag. 



>• 







Here is a log house. 
The man lives in it. 
See him cut down the tree ! 
Oxen will drag the log to 
the house. 
The man will burn the log. 
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Give sounds: 61* and IT. 

girl, her, de^r, rock, sat. 




Nell is a dear little girl. 
She sat down to rock her doll. 
Little Nell went to sleep. 
Her doll is not asleep. 
Sleep on, little Nell ! 
The doll will be still. 
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Give sound: til. 

this, them, pin^, con$, did. 




This is a pine cone. 

It fell down from a big tree. 

It had little brown seeds in it. 

Did the seeds fly off? 

I do not see them. 

Pine seeds can fly in the wind. 
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Give sound: ng. sing, swing, bab} r 
soon, mamma, wajfch. 




See our dear baby boy! 
I like to swing hini. 
I can sing to him, too. 
Soon lie will be asleep. 
Then I must be very still. 
Mamma likes to have me 
watch baby. 
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Gi^e sounds: oi and g. noi§^, boiler, 
engln^, what, toy, wiilsjfl^. 




Ned has a toy engine. 
It has a little boiler. 
See the little whistle ! 
Can it make a noise? 
Ned likes to see the engine 
run. 
What makes it run? 
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oive sound: 6. com^, some^ seem, 
ni^jit, keep, when, closed, op^n. 




Night has come. 
See the little leaves ! 
They seem to be asleep. 
All the leaves have closed. 
They try to keep warm. 
When will they open ? 
Some flowers close at night, 
too. 
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aive sounds: e and &. winter, need, 
wiier^, ther^, bar^, do^§, arm?. 




Here is a little brown baby. 

It is warm where she lives. 

Cold winter does not come 
there. 

She does not need warm 
clothes. See her bare arms! 

Her feet are bare, too. 
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Words for drill: 

Hg oi g 6 6 A 

sing coin ag^ son har0 

wing join pag^ don^ ha/r 

ring joint cag^ com^ star^ 

bring point stag^ som^ sta/r 

thing moist larg^ mother w^ar 

cling boil gently lov^ b^ar 

rung toil rl^g^ dov^ wher^ 

siing noise brl^g^ wonder ther^ 

long voicf$ lodg^ brother t^ar 
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STORY OF A SWEET PEA.* 

One bright spring day, a tiny plant, with 
two very small green leaves, peeped up from 
the dark earth. 

"How bright the sunshine is, and how 
fresh the air!" it said, and a thrill of joy 
went through the little plant at being alive 
and awake in the beautiful world. 

"I wish I might grow higher," said the 
little plant to itself. 

Then the tiny rootlets began feeling about 
in the ground for something to feed the young 
plant, so it could grow. 

Day after day they sent food up the stem 
to the growing plant. Day after day the 

* These stories are designed to be read to the children in connection 
with the lessons in the early part of the book. 
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plant grew bigger and stronger. It sent out 
many more leaves, and each day, with its 
clinging tendrils, it climbed toward the blue 
sky and the bright sun. 

Daily it rejoiced in the brightness around 
it, in the beauty of its own leaves, and in the 
grace of its slender stem and twining tendrils. 

One day it began to think, "I wonder if I 
could not make a still more beautiful thing 
than my green leaves and curling tendrils/ ' 

Soon a tiny bud began to form. In a few 
days the bud opened into a dainty flower. 

Now the pea-vine was content. "What 
can be more beautiful/ ' it said, "than my 
bright blossom ; what more pleasing than its 
sweet odor or delicate coloring? I am sorry 
for those plants which cannot make such 
flowers/' 
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Then the little flower began to think, too. 
"Am I to do nothing but look pretty? All 
spring and summer the plant has toiled for me. 
Daily, the roots and the leaves have taken 
food from the earth and air. The stem has 
brought it to me. Can I in no way repay all 
this labor? Is there nothing that I can do? " 

Just then a bee came droning along and 
rested upon the pretty flower. To her the 
dainty blossom whispered its trouble. The 
bee must have whispered a secret, too, for 
after her visit the blossom seemed content. 

Before many days its graceful head drooped, 
and then, ere long, the pretty flower was 
gone. 

In its stead was a tiny green pod. Each 
day the pod grew bigger and bigger. The 
cool fall days came. Upon the vine hung the 
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flower's work, — now no longer a green pod, 
but a brown one, filled with five little round, 
black seeds. 

In each little seed was wrapped a tiny 
germ that could grow into a new pea-vine, 
and bear other beautiful flowers next year. 

Now the little sweet pea was happier than 
ever. And no wonder! She was thinking 
of those five wonderful seeds, — each seed 
being a promise of many beautiful flowers 
another year. 

THE STORY OF A MOTH. 

One day last fall a great green caterpillar 
was crawling slowly along on the ground. 

"Oh!" he said, "how cold it is growing! 
What is to become of me ? I cannot fly away, 
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as the birds do, and I do not wish to go 
down into the mud, as the frogs have done. 

" I fear Jack Frost will soon come and 
catch me. I believe I will try to build me 
a warm house. 

" Where can I find a good place to build? 
Not on the ground; some giant might step 
on my house. 

" Birds build up in trees; why should not 
I? Yes, that is just the thing to do." 

So up the maple tree Caterpillar started. 
It took him a great while to crawl up, but he 
kept on very patiently. 

At last he found a twig that suited him 
very well. " I shall make my house the color 
of this twig," he said; "for then, it can not 
be easily seen." 

Caterpillar began to spin fine threads 
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around his body and over the twig in a 
curious way. 

" How glad I am that I can stay right here 
and make my house," he thought. " Ido not 
have to go back and forth with straw and 
grass, as the birds do." 

So he spun and spun for a long time. By 
and by his house was done, and he was asleep 
inside. 

No door or window had this queer little 
house. No visitors were expected to come 
in, and Caterpillar did not need to look out, 
for he expected to sleep all winter. 

He would find some way of getting out when 
the time came. 

All through the long, cold winter his house 
swung back and forth on the maple bough. 

No cold hurt him, — no wind waked him. 
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No hunger came to him, because he had eaten 
so much before he went into his house. Sleep, 
sleep, seemed to be all he needed. 

Finally the cold winter was over, and the 
bright spring came again. 

The frogs came up from their warm beds 
in the earth. The birds returned from their 
long southern trip. 

Then a strange thing happened: There 
appeared a tiny hole in the brown house, and 
out came, — not a caterpillar at all, — but a 
beautiful creature with four pretty wings ! 

How could that be? Surely nothing but 
the caterpillar went in ! The house has been 
shut tight all winter, — how, then, could a 
winged moth come out? 

It sounds more wonderful than a fairy story, 
but it is perfectly true. 
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While he was asleep, he changed to this 
beautiful shape. 

"Ah I" he said, "Mother Nature has been 
very kind to me while I slept. Now I can 
fly as well as the birds. " 

And away he flew, as happy as a lark and 
as beautiful as a rainbow. 



A WONDER-BOX. 

It is a very little box. It is black, and 
round like a ball. It has no lid. There is 
no key to it. There seems to be no way to 
open it. 

But the box really ^an be opened, only it 
must be done in just the right way, or noth- 
ing will be found in it. 

Neither you nor I can open it in the right 
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way. If we should take a strong knife and 
cut it open, we should say, " Why, there is 
nothing in it ; it is only a little solid ball all 
the way through. 

" The next time we find one we shall not 
trouble ourselves about it. We shall just 
throw it away." And so we do. 

Out upon the ground the little round ball 
goes sailing from our hands. 

It rests upon the soft brown earth. It sinks 
deeper and deeper into the ground. Now it 
can not be seen. It seems to be gone forever. 

Not so. The Maker of the wonder-box has 
not forgotten it. He knows how to open it. 
He sends some little fairies to unlock it. 

The Kain-fairy comes to the little box and 
taps upon it. Lo ! it grows bigger. 

The Sunshine-fairy calls from above. Now 
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the box begins to open. Up into the air 
springs a tiny green-coated messenger. Down 
deeper into the earth go slender white runners. 

Higher and higher grows the vine, — for a 
vine it is. Deeper and wider spread the 
roots. 

No magician ever took so much out of so 
small a box as the Rain-fairy and Sunshine- 
fairy have called from this tiny wonder-box 
in the ground. And, after all, it is not so 
strange, for this little box was a real live 
thing. But it was fast asleep. The good 
fairies have waked it up, and it is beginning 
to eat and grow. It is growing for something, 
too. 

It is going to make more wonder-boxes, and 
leave in them the power with which it itself 
started. 

[109] 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



So far as we can see, it has nothing to 
make them of, except the moisture, the air, 
and the sunshine. 

But it goes on with its work, until at last, 
behold what it has done, — roots, stem, leaves, 
buds, flowers, seeds, — a hundred times itself 
has this one little wonder-box brought forth ! 

Every seed is just such a wonder-box. Al- 
though some of them are so tiny, each has 
this strange power. 

Some hold trees, some little plants, some 
big ones — plants of different sizes, shapes, 
and kinds. 

No seed ever makes a mistake. It is sure 
to make a plant and seeds just like itself. 
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